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THE CONNECTICUT LAND FUND 


A gift to the Connecticut Chapter Land Fund is a most 
meaningful and appropriate way to help save Connecti- 
cut’s vanishing natural areas. The Connecticut Chapter 
is working to identify the very best remaining examples 
of our natural heritage, focusing special attention on pro- 
tecting rare and threatened plants and animals. Once 
gone, these special areas can never be brought back. 
But they can be protected now—with your help. 

Your tax-deductible donation is especially appropriate 
aS a memorial for a friend or relative who loved wild 
places and the creatures they support. Such a gift can 
also be an enduring birthday or Christmas present, one 
that can be enjoyed for a lifetime. The Connecticut Chap- 


ter asks you to consider such a gift to help us build the 
Conservancy ark. 


CORPORATE SPONSOR 


Middlesex Mutual Assurance Company of Middletown 
has demonstrated its concern for Connecticut's natural 
heritage by becoming a Corporate Sponsor of the Con- 
necticut Chapter of The Nature Conservancy. Middlesex 
Mutual, Connecticut's largest single holder of homeown- 
ers insurance policies, joins Colonial Bancorp and 
Southern New England Telephone in contributing to the 
future of critical natural areas throughout the state. We 
welcome our newest Corporate Sponsor with the hope 
that others will recognize the need to preserve natural di- 
versity as its own kind of “insurance” program. 


MEMBERSHIP CAMPAIGN 


The Connecticut Chapter is always looking for ways to 
increase Our membership in Connecticut, to broaden the 
base of support for saving ecologically important Natural 
lands. This past spring, the Chapter mailed out Over 
4,000 letters and brochures inviting people to JOIN our ef- 
forts to save these key parcels before they are lost for- 
ever. Two hundred and twenty-five of you said, “Yes, I'll 
join, and help preserve a vanishing part of our heritage.” 

In November, the Chapter will again mail out an invita- 
tion to an additional 8,000 people to pick up a hammer 
and help us build the “Conservancy Ark.” 

If any of our members can donate some time to work 
with our staff and volunteers, we can use your help stuff- 
ing, sealing and boxing envelopes for the fall campaign. 
Please call Janet Bechtel at 344-0716 if you would like to 
join in. 


DENNIS FARM WALK 


Save Saturday, December 1st for a special tour through 
Dennis Farm Preserve in Abington, led by Preserve 
Chairman and Chapter Trustee Jim Pepe. We will start at 
10 A.M., explore the 382 acres of fields, woods and 
swamps for a couple of hours, then have hot cocoa at the 
Pepes’ house upon return. If there is snow, we will hunt 
for animal tracks. 

The walk will be held whatever the weather, so dress 
accordingly. Please RSVP (344-0716 or Box MMM, Wes- 
leyan Station, Middletown, 06457) by Wednesday, No- 
vember 28th, so we can plan for additional leaders and 
cocoa. 


Directions (see map below): 
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SIP—BEHIND THE SCENES 


For the past four summers the Student Internship Pro- 
gram (SIP) has provided the Conservancy with prelimi- 
nary inventories of the natural resources of many of its 
Connecticut preserves. As students gather information, 
they pass it on to the office. Here the written word is ed- 
ited and the roughly sketched maps are drafted on both 
large mylar maps and smaller maps suitable for inclusion 
in the final reports. 

During the last 18 months, Nora Hennessy, a Wes- 
leyan student now graduated, has patiently and meticu- 
lously drafted our maps. She has played a major role in 
enhancing the overall quality of work produced by the 
students. 

Each report includes eight full-page maps showing the 
preserve's location, its bedrock and surficial geology; 
soils and local drainage pattern; vegetation, property 
Ownership of surrounding land, and special features. 
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Nora Hennessy drafting maps at the light table. 
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Nora also drafts an idealized cross-section of the vege- 
tation (see illustration) indicating the variety of vegeta- 
tional communities occurring on a preserve. 

Nora is now engaged in preparing maps for another 
dozen preserves studied this summer and, following that 
endeavor, she will launch into the design of a hand- 
somely illustrated directory of the Chapter's preserves. 
The directory is targeted for completion in the Spring of 
1980. 


STEWARDSHIP NOTES 


An outing and Special Studies: 


Beeslick Preserve 

A party of six visited Beeslick October 24th. Excerpts 
from the day's log submitted by Joe Pratt of Westmoor 
Park in West Hartford describe curious happenings. “Mike 
with his seemingly overwhelming propensity to be armpit 
high in lily pads and duckweed; Susan attempting to pull 
in a boat but looking more like an organic-clad survivor 
from the Titanic; Joe poking a green stick into holes and 
muttering that bog turtles hide under cow patties ...Ona 
more sober note—the stark beauty of the pond, fringed 
gentians, an osprey dropping into the water, a hand- 
some little spotted turtle ...” 


Currie Preserve 

Nora Hennessy’s report on the Housatonic Highlands 
comes to fruition. A 54-page study describes the evolu- 
tion of the Highlands and its bedrock and surficial geol- 
ogy, and includes a section on hydrology and land use 
history of the area. There are excellent illustrations that 
enhance the reader's understanding and enjoyment of 


the report. 


Pattagansett Marshes 
Dr. Scott Warren and two Connecticut College stu- 


dents, Steve McElheny and Janet Wilscam, have com- 
pleted the first summer's work at Pattagensett Marshes. 
They have probed the marsh along a grid system to de- 
termine the underlying topography of the marsh basin 
and have analyzed numerous peat borings to discover 
the past history of the area. Their findings will be devel- 
Oped into a display at the Thames Nature Center in New 
London. 


Phelps Research Area (PRA) 

Nathalie Lowe saw the last of the snow lingering in the 
Colebrook forests in early May as she began her study of 
the breeding birds at PRA. She marked her 35.4 acre 
study area half in northern hardwoods and half in coni- 
fers, and began her periodic walks through the area 
marking the exact locations where she saw and heard 
each bird species. This information was later correlated 
into a pattern of breeding areas. Nadie was feted at a 
glorious party held by the John Blums in her honor. There 
she entertained the Stewardship Committee and guests 
with fascinating accounts of her summer's work. The final 
report, with photographs and figures, is proof of a study 
well-done, and provides an excellent example for other 
committees that may be considering a similar kind of 
study. 


COTTON HOLLOW 
Story and Photo by Duffy Schade 


There's a new look at Cotton Hollow Preserve in Glas- 
tonbury, but not too new. Improvements in the trail blend 
in with the natural beauty of the area. 

The first two steps of a four-phase master plan for im- 
proving safety and accessibility of a nature trail through 
Cotton Hollow, and protecting the preserve's fragile 
ecology, are well under way. 

A crew of teenagers and their adult supervisors have 
been digging, smoothing, hauling and shifting huge 
boulders to make steps and generally improve footing on 
the trail. 

The improvement plan was developed by the chair- 
man of Glastonbury’s sub-chapter of The Nature Conser- 
vancy, Hans Tschinkel, in cooperation with the Conser- 
vation Commission and Parks and Recreation Department. 
Advice was obtained from Clifford Emanuelson, man- 
ager of the Conservancy's Devil's Den Preserve in Wes- 
ton, Connecticut, and Robert Proudman, former supervi- 
sor of the Appalachian Mountain Club (AMC). 

Specific professional advice, on location, was_ fur- 
nished by Roger Moore of the AMC. He expressed 
amazement at the quality of work produced by the young 
and inexperienced crew. “Better than | expected,” he 
said, explaining that novice trail builders usually work 
with small rocks, which do not stand up to the wear of 
weather and heavy use. This trail has been built to last. 

The final two phases of Cotton Hollow improvements 


are planned for next year, if the Town Council appropri- 
ates needed funds. This will include building a foot- 
bridge across the brook and continuing a connector trail. 


CHAPTER MEMBERS ENJOY 
CANOE TRIP 


On Saturday, September 8th, over 70 Connecticut 
Chapter members and friends gathered in Old Lyme for 
a canoe trip through the estuary marshes of the Connect- 
icut River. Chapter Director Evan Griswold and Master 
Planner Winky Wright led a flotilla of 32 canoes through 
the winding creeks of the Lieutenant and Back Rivers, 
tidal tributaries of the lower Connecticut. 

Members saw first hand four Conservancy preserves: 
Lieutenant River Marsh (15 acres), Griswold Marsh (18 
acres), Great Island Marsh (11 acres) and Griswold Point, 
one of the few remaining undeveloped barrier beaches 
along the Connecticut shoreline. A stop at each area pro- 
vided an opportunity to see the transition of vegetation 
from brackish water marsh to salt marsh to sand dunes. 

The day was a birders’ delight as well, since many 
species of shorebirds and waterfowl were using the 
marshes and bays along the route for resting and feed- 
ing during their migration. Several ospreys and other 
birds of prey were spotted by sharp-eyed members. The 
real highlight came at our lunch stop at Griswold Point 
when a Whimbrel, formerly known as the Hudsonian Cur- 
lew, displayed a remarkable tameness and unconcern 
for the 30-40 pairs of field glasses trained on it from 25 
yards away. 

Members also saw the Conservancy's successful ef- 
forts to protect the nesting grounds of the Least Terns 
and Piping Plovers on Griswold Point. Twelve young 
terns were fledged during the summer of 1979. 

Similar trips will be planned for 1980 to acquaint our 
members with the preserves you are helping to protect. 
Look for announcements in future newsletters and bring 
a friend. 


